Has anyone read this? Biochemist Nick Lane: origin is inevitable in alkaline vents

The best resource for learning about the new breakthrough paradigm in origin-of-life theory is the book "Life Ascending: the Ten Great Inventions of Evolution" by British biochemist Nick Lane, 2009. I guarantee that if you read the first two chapters you will be convinced. He virtually proves that these porous "cellular" rocks catalyzed metabolism first (reversible Krebs cycle) and the RNA world second, with free-living membrane life coming later. It turns out that the origin of life was inevitable in these alkaline vents, and is therefore inevitable on every Earthlike planet, which are likely to exit around the majority of stars. Evolution past the bacterial stage, however, is another matter, extremely unlikely due to the special nature of photosynthesis and endosymbiosis for eukaryotes, which is explained completely in Lane's chapters 3 and 4.

Awareness of this comprehensive theory seems to be slow in coming. There is one Wikipedia page that introduces the theory behind it: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron-sulfur_world_theory. But there's virtually nothing there about off-axis alkaline hydrothermal vents, central to the story. These vents are not at all like the hot "black smokers" that everyone is familiar with now. They've only recently been discovered, and they would have covered the ocean floor of the early Earth.

In recent books such as "Talking About Life", I was surprised and appalled to find that the leading researchers in astrobiology were not yet aware of this breakthrough even two years after Lane's popularizing book. The theory was first developed by Michael Russell at NASA. He showed that the "primordial soup" idea is nonsense: chemistry happens fast or not at all; a non-equilibrium system is needed to drive it, and only these warm white vents fit the bill.